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1 Purpose

The purpose of this release note is to provide a brief description of the Participation Data Specification v3.0. This release note details the location of the specification, highlights resolved and outstanding issues, and also provides links to supporting documentation.
2 Introduction

The Participation data group has been used extensively in the National E-Health Transition Authority (NEHTA) structured document templates (SDTs). Participations are meaningful only within the context of an information model where they record context-specific relationships between participants and events.

3 Release Log

This specification is released with known issues that will be resolved in the next published version. Areas requiring resolution are recorded in the APPENDIX A: KNOWN ISSUES section of the specification.

This version (3.0) of the Participation Data Specification has been revised to focus on identification of participants rather than wholesale transfer of information about participants. The following significant changes have been made:

· Constrained the multiplicity of many data elements, e.g. single Person Name, and maximum of two addresses.

· Added the LOCATION OF PARTICIPATION data group.

· Included additional data elements and added date accuracy indicators in the DEMOGRAPHIC DATA data group.

· Added DEVICE data group as another choice child of the PARTICIPANT data group to capture information about systems that create, store and/or forward data.

· Added structured Australian Address Line information as per AS 4846 (2006) and AS 5017 (2006).

· Removed “Name Usage” data groups.

Also, the Participation Specialisations (version 1.0) document is now effectively deprecated as the Participation Data Specification v3.0 no longer requires specialisations. The Participation Specialisations (version 1.0) document will not be replaced, and will be fully deprecated when Participation Data Specification v2.0 is withdrawn. 

4 Release Documentation
The following supporting documentation is available for download from the NEHTA website: http://www.nehta.gov.au. 
Data Specifications and Structured Document Templates - Guide for Use v1.1
4.1 Participation Data Specification v3.0
The Participation Data Specification is a foundation document for the suite of data specifications that the National E-Health Transition Authority (NEHTA) is developing for the Australian health informatics community across a range of health topics. These specifications are generally agreed to be of high priority to standardise in order to achieve the benefits of semantic interoperability in the Australian healthcare setting. For information on the subject of semantic interoperability refer to Appendix B in the NEHTA Interoperability Maturity Model.
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